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Abstract

Water is the foundation of life and an indispensable natural resource for the survival
of all living beings. Human civilization has flourished along rivers, lakes, and seas,
highlighting the intimate relationship between water and culture. Across ancient societies,
water has been revered not merely as a physical necessity but also as a sacred entity
possessing divine power. In Tamil tradition, water is worshipped as a life-giving deity and
occupies a significant place in literature, religion, and social customs. The Tamil term
‘Munneer’ literally refers to the confluence of three bodies of water and is traditionally used
to denote the vast ocean, symbolizing abundance, purity, and prosperity. Ancient Tamil
society celebrated the sea through customs such as ‘Munneer Vazhakkam’ (the traditional
practices associated with the sea) and ‘Munneer Vizha’ (festivals honouring the sea), which
reflected gratitude for maritime wealth, fishing, trade, and ecological balance. These rituals
also emphasized the harmonious coexistence of humans with nature, underscoring the
cultural, spiritual, and environmental significance of water in sustaining life and preserving
the heritage of the Tamil people.
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